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Introduction 
The law code of Hammurabi named after King Hammurabi was introduced to the Babylonian Empire between 1792- 1750 BC. The King claimed that he was given the right to make the laws by the gods.  Thesewere a set of laws that cover a wide range of subjects that affected human life. Such issues discussed included divorce, debt, homicide, adoption among others. Excavators led by Jacque de Morgan found the stele made of black diorite which was about seven feet tall in Susa. Originally the stele was displayed in a prominent temple in Iraq.
Question 1
The most interesting part of reading was about the harsh and unequal law as well as the responsibility of the accuser’s part. It is interesting to note that the eye for an eye rule applied only if the accuser and the accused were of the same rank or status. If the accused was of higher status than the accuser, then the punishment was not as intense as compared to if the vice versa was the case. For example, if a commoner broke an arm of a slave, the punishment could be that he pays the slave a little amount of money as compensation. If the case was that a commoner broke the arm of an elite, the punishment could be more severe. The law regarded men as superior to women and the laws seemed unfair to women. The other interesting part is that the laws held the accuser responsible if he could not prove his case against the accused. Accuser could end up facing harsh punishment or even death. The law to some extent instilled fear, especially where the accused was more educated than the accuser and had better chancesof defending himself.


Question 2
The reading helped me understand the people, the culture and the religion of ancient Babylon at the time which the code was written. The people of Babylon were divided into social classes and the classes were highly regarded in their day to day lives.The classes were divided as elites, commoners, freemen and slaves, men and women. The economic activities included the slave trade, farming, livestock keeping,and goods trade. The status determined their rights as well as their take when it came to legal matters and justice. The culture of the people was seen in a setting where there were practices such as witchcraft, divorce, murder. Other cultural practices worth mentioning include marriage after divorce, dowry payment as well as inheritance. There were superior gods and they were to be respected by all.
Question 3
If I was to as to ask Hammurabi a question, I would ask him why the eye for an eye did not apply to everyone?  The unequal law was very unfair.
Question 4.
Rule 199 ‘if one destroys the eye or arm of a man’s slave he shall pay the half of his price’ The rule is a continuation of other rules showing the compensation of raking the arm or eye of free man, it shows that the slaves were treated unfairly compared to the freemen The compensation is not given to the slave but to the master
Rule 132, ‘if the society accused a woman to be with another man, even if she has not been lying with him, for her man’s sake she shall throw herself into the river This shows that women were seen to be thereto fulfill their men’s ego, because she could throw herself into the river for his sake. This was not the case if the man was being accused. In conclusion, ancient Babylon placesmore value to the judges, freemen, the elite and the men this is evident on the consequences placed on different members of society o the event of lawbreaking.
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